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The National Socialists, marked out as the party which was not
only the coming party but was on the very eve of arrival, polled
37-4 per cent of the votes, but their poll having been swelled
by deserters from official Nationalism the Hugenberg vote fell to
5-9 per cent. The Centrum and the Bavarians profited by the
indignation at the fall of Bruening and by the fears of the southern
states and increased their poll to 15-7 per cent. The smaller
bourgeois parties were practically wiped out. The Communist
party rose to 14-5 per cent and the Socialists fell to 21-6 per
cent. In a house of 606 members the Right parties could at the
most scrape up 285 votes (National Socialists, 230; Nationalists,
37); the Left 222 (Socialists, 133; Communists, 89), while the
Centrum, including the Bavarians, had 97. The smaller bourgeois
parties of the Right and Centre were reduced to impotence; the
eight survivors had only 22 seats between them.

The result created a difficult situation, and particularly for
Papen, the honest broker. His task had been to create a national
front, and the first essential for it was to have a majority. It had
not got it. In fact the election had been a serious vote of no-con-
fidence in a national front of any kind if one simply judged by
the figures. And in the potential national front one partner had
gained such a victory that it was very doubtful whether it was in
his interest to come into a national front at all The result had
certainly shown Papen's wisdom in refusing to allow the cabinet to
be identified with the official Nationalist party. If he had done so
he would not only have destroyed the whole basis of a presidial
cabinet which claimed not merely to be above but to have super-
seded party, but he would have hitched its wagon to a falling star.

Actually he was not unsatisfied, which was more than could be
said of any of the party leaders. If the Communists were delighted,
the Socialists thankful to have got off so lightly, and the Centrum
pleased with their increased poll, Hugenberg was humiliated
and Hitler perplexed. The Leader was in a dilemma. He had
been in close contact with Papen through Schleicher and had
received assurances that both these gentlemen would be content
to serve in a Hitler cabinet if the results made that cabinet inevit-
able* It had won over one-third of the seats; did that satisfy the